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Shina is the language spoken in Gilgit region and the 
surrounding arca. 

Shina belongs to the Dard group of languages which cover 
the hilly region situated towards the north of the plains of the 
Panjab, There are five members of the Dard group : Khwar— 
the language of Chitral, Knfir—the language of Kafiristan, 
Kohistani—the language of Indus Kohistan, Shina—the language of 
Gilgit region, and Kashmiri—the language spoken in Kashmir 
and the surrounding area. Out of these five languages Kohistani, 
Shina and Kashmiri form an internal smaller group. This only 
means that these three are nearer to one another as regards their 
stock of words, construction and mode of thought than the 
remaining two. Khwar and Kafir which are neighbours and their 
homeland covers the region beyond the watershed of mountains on 
the West of Gilgit region, are more closely related to one another 
than the remaining three. 

We have got a large family of languages called the Aryan 
languages. One sub-family of this large family is spoken in 
Europe. The other sub-family is spoken in Asia. One of 
the groups in the Asian—Aryan languages is the Perso-Aryan 
group which is spoken in Persia. The other is the Indo-Aryan 
group which is spoken in India. The Dard group is in between 
the Perso-Aryan and Indo-Aryan groups in its stock of words 
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and phrases. It is a smaller group compared to the other two 
but possesses its own peculiarities. 

Aryans entered India, horde after horde and tribe after tribe. 
This process started about 1500 B. C. and continued for about two 
centuries. They then spoke the Basic—Aryan language which was 
spoken by them on the shores of the Caspian sea, in their original 
home. Some ofthe Aryan tribes on their march chose to stay 
in Persia. Originally they spoke this Basic—Aryan language, which 
passed through transitional phases of Avesta, Pahlawi, Old 
Persian and after centuries of development has adopted the shape 
of Modern Persian. In India, after the settlement of Aryans in 
northern India, the Basic-Aryan language first adopted the shape 
of anti-Vedic language, somewhere between 1500—1200 B. C. 
which is different from the basic Aryan language but retains many 
features of the basic stock. 


Change in language took place quickly in the plains of nor- 


thern India, as this area was the field of activity of the invading 
tribes. Impact of the local population was also more pro- 
nounced in this part of India. The Indo-Aryan languages began to 
take shape in the provinces of India between 1200 and 1000 B.C. 


The Prakrits—languages of the common people of Indo- 
Aryan group—Marathi, Gujrati, Sindhi, etc.—had taken a definite 
shape by about 600 B.C. The Prakrits of different provinces, adopt- 
ed different words for an object or action from the Vedic language. 
Somehow it so happens that the Basic—Aryan has got many words 
to represent one object or action and there are so many shades of 
meaning. Inhabitants of different provinces of India: Rajisthan, 
Mabarashter, Bengal etc., adopted words which were different 
from one another, from the Basic—Aryan language, according to 
their inclinations and local necessities. The Prakrits as spoken 
by the man in the street therefore became more and more diver- 
gent in their direction of development with the passage of time. 
Learned men observed this confusion in their sacred language 
with concern. The Pandits shunned the language of the common 
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man, and the court nobles hated to speak in the tongue of the 
man in the street. They tried to speak in a learned manner, 
with as many classical words of Vedic language in it, as possible, 
They formed a general committee and selected words from the 
Prakrits which they believed were most suitable and powerful. 
Thusa new language was reconstructed by the pandits from tho 
Prakrits in vogue in those days—about 600 B.C. This language 
was called Sanskrit (civilised). Sanskrit means civilisation. Gram- 
mar, words and sounds of Sanskrit were written out in their final 
form on paper between 600 and 500 B.C. Although many Sanskrit 
grammars had been written before this the great grammarian 
Panini gave it the final shape which it possesses to this day. 
Panini lived about 400 B.C. The grammar of Sanskrit langu- 
age composed by him has become the standard for all times 
to come. 


During the first period of the settlement of Aryans in India, 


1500-1200 B.C., some of the Aryan tribes began to march upwards 
from Attock, along the banks of the river Indus, They spoke 
the Basic Aryan language. As they lived in the secluded Sind 
valley away from the active forces which produced linguistic 
change, they retained most of the original characteristics of the 
Basic-Aryan language. The language of this group of Aryans 
formed the basis of Shina language. 


The homeland of Shina, the area which extends from Jalkot 
to Chilas, is called Shinaki. Its altitude is between 3,000 and 
4,000 feet above sea level. Shinaki (pronounced Shenaakee) 
isstill called the real home of the Shins (Aryans) (pronounced 
sheens) in Gilgit region. ‘Sheen’ means snow in Kashmiri. 
The Aryans due to their comparatively white colour were called 
‘sheen’. 

From Shinaki the Aryans expended outwards and conquered 
the surrounding area in which Shina is spoken at present. It 
means the northern side of the watershed of Sind in Indus Kohis- 
tan, the valley of Astor river, valleys of its tributaries and the 
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tract upto Dras in south-east. In the north the Aryan shins 
went up along the Sind and then diverted their forces in the 
valley of Gilgit river and its tributaries. The shins subdued this 
area between 1200 and 1000, B.C. Here lived a race of Turanian 
stock called Pisachas. These military bands of fighting shins did 
not bring womenfolk with them. They married with the locals. 
‘Thus a new race came into existence called the Yashkuns, which 
represents a mixture of Shins and Pisachas. 

A linguistic fight in the Gilgit region began to rage between 
the original Pisacha language of the local people and the then 
prevailing mother tongue of the invading Aryans. This language 
of the Aryans was the primary Vedic language, which had re- 
tained in it many words, phrases and grammatical peculiarities 
of the Basic—Aryan language. This fight went on for about 200 
years, till the whole mass of humanity in this region had been 
homogenised by the social forces. During this period of impact 
of these two heterogeneous groups. Shina language came into 
existence. 

‘The original inhabitants of the area were Turanian by blood 
called Pisachas. They spoke a Mangoloid language. In fact 
the whole of the Dard group area was then covered by Pisacha 
people. They spoke a peculiar language which is dead in Asia. 
The only representative of this Pisacha stock which has survived 
to this day is Broshishki language spoken in Hunza. The valley 
of Hunza is situated at a high altitude, and is surrounded on all 
sides by high mountains. There is no attraction for an invader. 
‘There have been few chances for a foreign language to enter this 
area. Broshishki, therefore, has retained some of the prominent 
features of the original Pisacha language. Asia has got no other 
representative of Pisacha stock, and Broshishki stands alone in 
its field. In Australia the aborigines speak some languages which 
are akin to Broshishki. Probably in those days there was a land 
or water contact with Australia, 


Shina possesses many peculiar features. In fact all the Dard 
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languages possess these peculiarities. Some of the tenses, and gram- 
matical forms agree with the Indo-Aryan group, and others agree 
with the Perso-Aryan group; while there are certain other gram- 
matical features which do not agree with any of these two 
groups. These have been derived from the Pisacha language which 
was originally spoken in this area. These are also found in Bro- 
shishki of today. 

Taking into consideration the stock of words most of these 
belong to Aryan origin, one-half belongs to the Perso-Aryan group 
and the other half to the Indo-Aryan group. Some of the words 
do not belong to any of these two groups. These have apparently 
been derived from the Broshishki stock of words. 

When we consider the grammar, the sounds and the stock 
of words of the Dard languages, we find that they are a mixture 
of the linguistic qualities of Perso-Aryan and Indo-Aryan groups, 
It does not mean that they have borrowed these from the two 


groups separately, It means that Dard languages have derived 
these common features from the Basic-Aryan language, from which 
both the Perso-Aryan and Indo-Aryan groups have been built 
up. Pisacha language being the indigenous language of the 
soil, gave to Dard languages its sounds in general and some 
words. 


The Dard group of languages is also called Pisacha Group 
of languages. These are called Dard, because these are spoken by 
Shin Dards who are Aryan by race and Dard languages are basi- 
cally Aryan languages. In some books we find they arc called 
Pisacha languages because they have got ia them an element 
which represents the Pisacha linquistic characteristics. 1 would 
prefer. to call them Dard languages because the characteristics 
of the Dard elements are more prominent and clear. These 
are basically Aryan languages and therefore we should not name 
them Pisacha. 

When in Shina homeland, I asked many prominent people, 
about Dard race or where this group of people lives at present. 
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They always answered in the negative. The inhabitants of this 
area, do not call themselves Dards. They have got no mention 
of any race called Dard in their oral history, as they have got no 
written literature upto this time. I do not know how this group 
of people and languages came to be known as Dard, and who gave 
them this name in books to start with, 


Outside the homeland of Shina, the languages which possess 
characteristics nearest to this language are modern Panjabi, Lahnda 
and Sindhi. Certain features were derived by all these languages 
from the original indigenous language which was current in the 
whole of this area before the advent of the Aryans. Particular 
features were selected by each language, and these became distinct 
from one another as centuries rolled on, 


Here isa very important linguistic evidence which no other 
field of research provides. We come to the conclusion that the 
Pisacha race occupied the whole of the area which extends from 
Chitral and Gilgit to Hyderabad and Nawabshah, before the 
Aryans occupied this land. The Aryans when they invaded northern 
India horde after horde, did not meet and conquer the Dravidians 
or the Harappens who are called people of the Indus civilisation, 
but they fought with the Pisachas. This conclusion although pro- 
Vided by research in the field of language may lead to very impor- 
fant results in the field of history. 


